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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A wound dressing comprising: 

an absorbent core having opposed proximal and distal surfaces; a»d 

a discret e skin adherent, ap e rtur e d facing layer having a distal surfac e s e cur e d to th e 

proximal s urfac e of the absorbent cor e , wher e in the facing layer includ e s portions along a 

proximal surface thereof having diff e r e nt d e grees of skin adh e rence. 

a skin adherent, facing layer having a distal surface connected to at least a portion of 

the proximal surface of the absorbent core, wherein said facing layer has a center portion and 

a border portion bordering the center portion, the center and border portions having different 

degrees of skin adherence relative to one another; and 

wherein the center portion of the facing layer is an elastomeric gel directly secured to 

the absorbent core and defines a pattern of apertures extending therethrough to the absorbent 

core. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein 
the degree of skin adherence corresponding to a generally central the center portion of the 
facing layer is less than the degree of skin adherence along a the border portion bordering the 
c e ntral portion th e r e of . 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein 
the facing lay e r includes at l e ast center and border portions define two concentric sections 
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located at different distances from a central axis of the wound dressing having dissimilar skin 
adh e r e nc e prop e rti e s . 

Claim 4. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 1 5 wherein the degree of 
skin adherence of the facing layer gradually increases from a central axis of the facing layer 
towards the periphery thereof. 

Claim 5. (Currently Amended) The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein 
the skin adherence of the facing layer gradually increases from [[a]] the border of a central 
portion to the periphery of the center portion of th e facing lay e r towards th e periph e ry 
th e r e of . 

Claim 6. (Cancelled) 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) The wound dressing according to claim 6 1, wherein 
opposed segments of the border portion have greater skin adherence than the remaining areas 
of the border portio n of the facing layer . 

Claim 8. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein the facing 
layer is substantially planar along the distal surface thereof. 
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Claim 9. (Currently Amended) The wound dressing according to claim 1, wherein 
the absorbent core is generally circular[[,]] and the center and border portions are facing lay e r 
including concentric s e ctions having varying d e grees of skin adher e nc e. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A wound dressing comprising: 
an absorbent core having opposed proximal and distal surfaces; a»d 
a skin adherent, apertured facing layer having a distal surface secured to the proximal 
surface of the absorbent core, wherein said facing layer has at least two discrete sections 
having varying degrees of skin adherence along a proximal surface thereof[[.]] ; and 

wherein the at least two discrete sections of the facing layer are separate, continuous 
sheets of elastomeric gel. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, further comprising 
a first discrete section of the facing layer corresponding to a central portion of the facing 
layer and a second discrete section of the facing layer corresponding to a border portion of 
the facing layer, said second discrete section having greater skin adherence than the first 
discrete section. 

Claim 12. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 11, wherein the second 
discrete section is substantially concentric to the first discrete section. 

Claim 13. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 11, further comprising 

a third discrete section of the facing layer interposed between first and second discrete 
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sections of the facing layer, said third discrete section having a degree of skin adherence 
between the degrees of skin adherence of the first and second discrete sections. 

Claim 14. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 13, wherein the first 
and third discrete sections include apertures, the apertures of the first discrete section being 
larger than the apertures of said third section. 

Claim 15. (Cancelled) 

Claim 16. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, wherein the 
proximal surface of the facing layer is substantially planar. 

Claim 17. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, wherein the skin 
adherence of each discrete section of the facing layer is substantially uniform. 

Claim 18. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, wherein the skin 
adherence of each discrete section varies transversely across the width thereof. 

Claim 19. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, wherein the facing 
layer is substantially planar along the distal surface thereof. 



-5- 



Application No.: 10/725,479 
Examiner: K. M. Lewis 
Art Unit: 3743 

Claim 20. (Original) The wound dressing according to claim 10, wherein the 
absorbent core is generally circular, the at least two sections of the facing layer being 
generally concentric with one another. 

Claim 21. (Cancelled) 

Claim 22. (Previously Presented) A wound dressing comprising: 
an absorbent core having opposed proximal and distal surfaces; and 
a skin adherent, facing layer consisting an elastomeric gel and having a distal surface 
directly secured to the proximal surface of the absorbent core, wherein said facing layer has 
at least two discrete sections having different degrees of skin adherence, and at least one 
section of the facing layer defines a pattern of apertures. 

Claim 23. (New) A wound dressing comprising: 
an absorbent core having opposed proximal and distal surfaces; and 
a skin adherent, facing layer having an elastomeric gel center portion directly secured 
to the entirety of the absorbent core and defining a pattern of apertures, the facing layer 
further having a border portion bordering at least a portion of the center portion, the border 
portion having a degree of skin adherence greater than the center portion. 
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